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/ VIEWING |5 SEEMINGLY

T AULTI- SCREEN

ANTICIPATED BY BURROUGHS'
CUT-LUP TECHNIQUE. HE
SUGGESTED RE-ARRAMGIMNG
WORDS AND IMASES TO EVADE
RATIONAL ANALYSIS, ALLOWING

SUBLIMINAL HINTS OF
THE FLUTURE TO
LEAK THROILGH ..

o e TR
7 AN IMPENDING

WORLD OF EXOTICA,
GLIMPSED OnLY
PERIPHERALLY .

a -

SIMULTAMESUS INPUT

PERCEPTUALLY, THIS

EMGASES ME LIKE THE
KIMNETIE EQUIVALEMT OF

AM ARSTRACLT OR -
|MPRESS | ONIST 4
PAIMTING .., ¥

PHOSPHOR -DOT
SWIRLS TUXTAPOSE;
MEAMINGS COALESCE
FROM SEMIOTIEC CHADS
BEFORE REVERTIMG
TO INCOHEREMLE.

TRAMSIENT AnD
( ELUSIVE, THESE
MUST BE SRASPED

TEE ANIMATIONS
IMBUE EVEN BREAKEAST

"5‘
|

m

CEREALS WITH AN HALLUCIM -
OGENIC FUTURITY ; MUSIC =
EHANNELS PROCESS INFOR- B
MATION-BLIPS, AVOIDING
LINEAR PRESENTATION,
IMPLYING LIMITLESS '
PERSONAL CHOICE.,.

THIS TI&sSAW-
FRAGMEMT MODEL
OF TOMORREOW ALIGNS
ITSELF PIECE BY PIECE,
SPECIFIC AREAS
NECESSARILY OBSCURED
BY INDETERMIMACY .

HOWEVER, EROAD

ASSUMPTIONS FESARDING

THIS POSTULATER FUTURE
i. WE CAM

THESE REFEREMNCE f
POIMTS ESTABLISHED, A e

EMERSENT WORLDVIEW
BECOMES SRADUALLY
DISCERMIBLE AMIDST
THE MEDIA'S WHITE

NOISE .

May BE DRAWN. WE
IMASIME ITS AMBIENCE .
WE CAM HYPOTHESIZE
ITS PSYCHOLOEY,

IN CONTUNETION
WITH MASSIVE FORECASTED

OF MEW SENSATIONS
AND POSSIRILITIES .

ERA OF THE
CONEEIVABLE MADE
CONCRETE ...

TECHMOLOGICAL ACCELERATION
APPRDACHIMNG THE MILLEMNMNILIM,

THIS CELISUE AND SHIFTIMG
CLOVERS

CATHODE MOSAIC S&J
THE BLUEPEINT FOR AM ERA

- AND OF
THE CASUALLY
MIRACLILOUS .

LOOK ON MY WORKS, YE MIGHTY...
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AS Akl AFTERTHOLGHT,
THE METHOD HAS AN EARLIER
PRECURSOR THAN RURBOUGHS

I THE SHAMANISTIC TRADITION
OF DIVIMING RAMDOMLY
SCATTERED SHOAT INNARDS,,,
THE SUBTECT FOR A
SUESEQUENT DISCOURSE,
PEEHAPS .

VEIDT. MEW

vORK TIME,
ELEVEM EIGHT-
EEN BM. LOE

AMND FILE.

IT'SALL RIGHT,
SIRL. NO NEED
FOR RESTLESS -
MNESS. THE INSIGHT
WASKH'T MATOR,
BUT DESERVED

RECORDING
EESIDES , WE'RE
Ik MO HURRY,

N THESE
CONDITIONS,
OUR VISITORS
WON'T YET BE
WITHIN TEN
MILES OF
KARMAK .,

THIS FAR (&
A BREATH- |
TARING
EFFORT,

HIVEM THEIR |
LIMIT -
ATIONS .

REALLY . \/
GETTING EVEN

. LELTUAL REGIONS AS

DEVOID OF LANDMARK
AS THE TERRITORIES

IT MUST BE SO
DISORIENTATING
THEIR PURSLIT LEADS
THEM DEEFER INTO
MORAL AND INTEL-

LWNCHARTED AMD

CURRENTLY SURROUND -
INE THEM.

OF COURSE, N7 LET'S HOPE
THE ICE THEYRE §| THEY DON'T
SICATING OM 1S EECOME TOO

SLIPPERY, AMND  RECKLESS AND
THINNER OVERSTEF
THEM"
SELVES

LET'S HOPE
THEY kMOW
WHERE TO

THERE ' fAN'T CREEPLP WITHOUT

ITIS UP COVER, AND IT'S POINT-
AHEAD.

L ES:S WﬂleNFE: C{gg E}a?k-
LP HERE...
ESS __/(

LS LOCKS LIKE THERE'S WO
OPTION OTHER THAK A
Ok A, DIRELT APPROACH . WE

T
/ I VEIDT TIRLLY
ENGINEERING THIRD
} D WA, WE ARE
ESNT ANY  APPROACHING HEART
OF DARKAESS.

= w
MNOT
OPTIMISTIC
EXALTLY,
TOOK FROM HIS BUT...WELL,
Sk, THE PLAMMING
WAS WRONE, FOR A
SOMEHOW .

OF ki
WE CAN
USE. E — E

IT
DIDN'T READ
LIKE SOMEDNE
OUT TO CARVE A
HEADSTONE FOR
HUMANITY.

AND ANYIWA Y, BONEH
THIS 15 ADRIAN, FOR
E0D'S SAKE! WE . EOMEH ®
EAMOW HIM. HE |
NEVER KILLED ( RoneH

ANYEODY, EVER, WHY
WOULD HE WANT
TO DESTROY THE

z 4 NSANITY,
WORLD

PERHAPS 7

WE'RE TALKING
ABOUT HERE, S0
HOW CAM YU
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V" COME ON,
OLD GIRL .WE
[~ HAVE A FEW
=~ MATTERS TO
\ ATTENDTO
|k EEFORE
GET Hi

/
) /4

-
<" 1 SUPPOSE
f IVE B |
Y For AN GPPORTUNE
MOMEMT, BUT THERE'S
WO POIMT PUTTING
THINGS OFF ANY

: '.-. "_-:r.—..
'\/

Y /1 (]

=7/

E E 0

HELLO,
MY FRIEMNDS.T'VE

WORK MNOW , AMD 7y
7'D BE HOMNORED |
IF THE THREE OF

- A
Iz
ar




COMIN', &ODDAMN vane vans | B TETEcING goTid
KNOT- HEADS GOTTA music 0 | B Gorses 1o THE
PARTY T cAN HEAR 0RO VERANDAH, T
THAT GOD-FOREID-T-
CALL-IT-MUSIC CLEAR GIDENLE e
FRowm Mapisons LESSLY  CACESLL 8
SQUARE ! 4 WimpE==T B 0T 0 ROUSE THE

IT FROM THEIR
DEEBAUECHED
A BER.

DOWM THE
AVENUE ' T
TE.H.VA THIS

PAETWN"’H{JLC-‘CAH;T‘Y’ VANG

§ vireouT EvER
LNDERSTANDING

OCFERl MANY THINGS
VORTHY OF CELEBRATION
MY FRIEMD. You MEED

THAT v
evict ; ONLY LOOK ABDUT =
FOR SUEH ) You _// 2
GENEROSITY? % ¥ i

=
by

Px:wosmm SLEPT.

PESERTED sAvE ",

—'0‘? SICEMCE _a

P —
—_—
E— |

MAH. GUESS TOSEPHINE §
POSTEDR THIS, LIKE
JHF SAID. Y ENOW,
SOMETIMES SHE
REALLY TRIES
SHE FINISHED
woesx YET 7

JUEY ! O WELL ;
r T AIN'T
EE HER.. | SEEM LER

I SEE "'LE
MOBE STUPID
HARCUT,
T GONNA

TQANTM tgsT
E sefULD RAISE
.d{ ARLME T SET
LIPON HIM A5 HE
ENTERED THE i ;
MIHT - WRAPPED GETCHA
CHAMEER, f-nME THIME

FACES FAMILIAR
SAVE FOR THENE
TERROR.
oUTSIo
p.pauemfgu

T MO
RELISHNG T.—<E
'Nulﬂuhft?

{
jN CATARACT PARK-
NESS, T BLUDEEOVED

HIM, HIS SCREAMS
LINNERTVINGLY SHQIEL .

LISTEM, TELL HER
HUSTLER'S PUE M [
TOMORROW ! ¢ I ',_ 1 % LIKE THESE,

-BUT YOU ARE
R.f&r-dr OF cOURSE
TODAY MARKS AN
EVENT ESPECIALLY
WORTHY OF SUCH
ATTENTIONS.

PEOPLE GOTTA
BE HOSTILE? ||

ME ANROSA B EroATG, £

SHoULDA QUIT i cEtFBRATNG L
THIS Town | e dwenr |

o 3 = AL
w;u‘r T MOT =
CELEBRATE THE FOPT..JI\.I’:E» f TWo ALIEM
THAT HAVE MADE Tph._; :.I'M'I.’.EE’&E.S SE DAE-"-‘.TED

f VIVARILM POSSIBLE 7 A BY & MEMERANE O
MIBACLUILOUIS Eu’SBL g’t&-‘-\(v't:— &GLASS
bl OF TROPICANA SET 4

INTD ENDLESS SUB-

;-f‘

N AANY

LIKE SHE VICTORY. ZERD WASTES... ! il
WANNED, At i - My LIFE, DOES 5 WAYS , I
ESCAPED FROM noT DESeRVE 2 | REPRESENTS THE

L\ EVERYTHING.

A CULMIMATTION OF
[ {hs

A DREAM MORE
THAN TWD
THOUSAND
YEARS OLD.

(ELEEE‘AT IN&

LN

l‘\w‘\ "Wﬂul ‘L:___““_j} '

s LS Bl Trees sAmE Ay pnoee-
LHE GHILDREN WARED . LN =TanDmE S0 LAREE, (T LEFT
7 LopreD pown AT Tee ol B NG Rpont EoR sAMITY AS T
FI&[_;PEBEHEA#(Mf TR i FLED PAST THE AMNNTED
PueFED AND BcocoeDLips §| Wl CADAVER OUTSIDE LANTERNS
SHE MOUTHED MY MAME FLARED IN NEAREY WANDDWS.




4 I = A
Uy PARENTS REACHED AMERICA ‘
THE YEAR T WAS BORM, 1939 .

IT'S WHERE T YOU KNOW T PON'T .
LIKE THAT TERM. WE T MEETIR MILD'S (M
I THER HE'S

THE FROMT

WHAT CAUSED \d PERHARS T DECIDED

IDUSHESS 7MY | RATHER THAM OTHER-

SUCH PRECOC ﬁ"ﬂ BE INTELLIGENT,

= PARENTS WERE | WISET PERHAPS WE DIMKY LITTLE PROFESSIDMNALS OFFILE. GETS
ONE MEED MNOT : - INTELLECTUALLY  ALL MAKE sucH MAFAZINE WORKTME OPENLY. s OFF ARDUND
DELVE QUITE 50 ] "ENTERING SCHOOL T WAS ALREADY FEICE WITH . ELEVEN-

UNREMARKABLE DECIﬁ 1OMS, THOUIGH

DEEPLY INTO | | EXCEPTIOMALLY BRISHT, MY PERFECT POSSESSIMNG A BUNCH oF THIRTY. ,

ANTIGLNTY SCORES OM CARLY TEST PAPERS MO ORVIOUS GUPFPIES !
ARDUSING SUCH SLISPICION THAT GEMETIC
I CAREELULLY ACHIEVED OMNLY i ADVANTAGES .
AVERAGE SRADES THEREAETER
! wWiLL SUFFICE, X [ ]! - THIS (&
BAck TO MY : = | SOME kKINDA
CHILDHODD. A% il 2umMe
N I RIGHT 7
|
ol l
1L
|
/ JOSEPHIME ,
i ! AN WE WALK FOR
. - AWHILE? T DON'T
LIKE THIS KIMND oF
- NEIGHEDORHOOD .

UL-HUH - S0 Y SEE? OVER THERE 7

SURE_ You'p RATHER I OH SHIT, LOGK,

MY INTELLECT SET | THE OnLY HLIMAN
G BY pEU’ENTEEN WY PAREMTS ME APART. FACER | BEING WITH WHOM " ALENANDER OF MACEDONW . T BE AT MADISON THIS ISN'T THAT'S IT, TUST' T PLJT *DU*‘-? STUPID
" WERE BOTH DEAG AMD T FACED WITH DIFFICULT | T EeLT AMY IDOLIZED HIM. A YOLING ARMY SAUARE WITH A WORKING OUT. | | LIKE TH AT? T o
[ A D(FFEPFNT DEC[‘.—-({?N CHOICES , 1 KNEW  KINSHIP DIED | CONMMAMDER , HE'D SWEFT ALOME BUNCH'A DOPED-LIP [ T DON'T THINK | | TRIED MY B POSTEE LJF’ TO YOU T LIKE NICE
= NOBODY WHOSE | THREE HUMDRED THE COASTS OF TURKEY AMD [ . | THERE'S ANY | | GODDAMMED == | | eHIERS, You EIVE BT
ADVACE MIEHT A YEARS EEFORE Y| PHOENICIA, SUBDUING EGYPT 7 = A WAY WE AN BEST, ACTIN' £R&" SURE. SAME ME THIS POLITICAL
Uy M,Eﬂrmz& tFEE‘ED r_||:r5- N THE BIRTH EEFDRE TURMING HIS ARMIES IMPORTANT SALVAGE THIS L (=] Il PLACE YOU BUY SHIT
Lok fDLE LHMP’, AMO _- OF CHRIST, TOWARDS PEEE:'A Tﬁaf-;Hi_I{ - QELfleDN' . HUSTLER .

M O
CRW.N'E {WHO THE
HELL SAYS T'™
CRYING ?

RULING MOST OF THE
CIVILIZED WORLD.

o T i) T WANTED il ORAY . T'M I, T WANNA &0 TO
“T WAS DETERMINED TD MEASURE TO MATEH HIS | SORRY, T.. " mwru.s\ BED WITH YOLIAND...
My SUCCESS ABAINST HiS, CIRSTLY, ACCOMPLISH - HEH i UNDERSTAND .

T GAVE AWAY MY INHERITANCE MENT, ERINGING LOOK THIS Book'S Y SHIT! I TJOEY, PLEASE

TO DEMONSTRATE THE POSSIBILITY
OF ASHIEVING ANYTHING,
STARTING FROM NOTHING .
. S -— —

v| "MEXT T DERPARTED FOR
NORTHERN TURKEY, TO
RETRACE MY HERD'S 5|'Ef_‘l5"

ABOUT RELATION - TUST WANNA T CAN'T HANDLE

SHIPS . T THIMEK IF THIS ...

YOU READ IT, IT'LL — i o 1 AND T

HELP ¥You UP;?_FP- WllH- ﬁzﬁrﬂ

STAMD WH = e BE STIRA
HAPPENED %

Akl ABE DE
JLLUMINATION s
TE A BEMNIGHTED #&

WoRLD

F  TO HAVE
SOMETHING
TO sAY TO

g HIM, SHOLILD

| WE MEET (M

o THE HALL OF

b LEGENDS.

(=1 VENTH#E.{.\’ T LAME TO AN
ASLL COLORED SHORE, A DismaL §
BLA s OCEAN. STRETEHING
ENDLESS BEFORE ME,

TRUE, PEOPLE.
DIED ... PERHAPS
ALEXANDRIA HE || LNMECESSARILY,
INSTITUTED THOUGH WHO CAN
THE ANCIEMT . JUDSE SLCH THIMGS?
WORLR'S YET HOW NEARLY

SEREATEST HE APPROACHED
é\lﬂ'ﬁ' VISIOM OF &

How HAD T BEACHED THIS
APPALLING POSITION, WITH LOVE,
ONLY LOVE, AS MY ELIDE 7

SEAT OF
LE‘ARNN& UNITED wWogLD !




S,

- WHIAT INTELLECTUAL THEIR SREATEST = PO YOU COMPREHEND

- “Zaf ] | .. PERHAPS RECAUSE ¥ _
“I FOLLOWED THE PATH OF ALEX- ] OF THE CHALLENSE " HEADING SOUTH, HE ENTERED MAGMNFICENCE THEIR | SECRETS , HOW- "ADOPTING BAMESES THE SECOND'S A THE TRILMPY TO
ANDER'S WAR MACHINE ALOMETHE H | IT PRESENTED: THE ESYPT THROLIGH MEMPHIS, WHERE SYSTEM EMCOURASED | EVER, WERE SREEK AMAME AMD ALEXAMDER'S WHICH YoU HAVE
BLACK SEA COA MG His ANCIENT WORLD'S THEY PROCLAIMED HIM S0 OF - PTOLEMY, SEEKING ENTRUSTED | L4 FREE-BOOTING STVLE, T RESOLVED (] BECUMES CONTRIBUTED ,
ARMIES TAKING PORT AFTER PORT; GREATEST PUZZLE AMOM , TUDGE OF THE DEAD, WHOSE THE UNIVERSE'S TE THEIR TO APPLY ANTIQUITY'S TEACHINGS ASSURED ;1N THE SECRET
AMEIENT BLOOD oM AMCIEMT BROMZE. WAS THERE, A 1 MAME MEAMS 'TIHE SDDEN ONE " PNOT EROM HIS SERVANTS TO TODRAY'S WORLD. WHICH YouR SLORY THAT
e KNOT THAT Pt = LIGHT-HoUSE AT |, BURIED ALIVE UNRUESTIONING B IT AFFORDS ?
. COULDN'T BE - AR PHARDS ; ERATOS - | WITH THEM IM
' STRANGELY, EEFORE SUBDUING LUNTIED. = THENES, MEASLIRING J| SAND - FLOODED "THUS BEGAN MY PATH TO
ATCIA HE STRUCK MNORTH THE WoRLD HAMBERS COMQUEST,,, COMNQUEST MOT OF MEN, §

ALEXANMDER
EUT IT IN
TWEO WITH HIS

LATERAL I

THINRING, YOU

SEE. (ENTURIES
AHEAD OF HIs
TIME

| PHOE I
TOWARDS SORDILM .7 USiME oMLY

SHADOWS..,

BUT OF THE EVILS THAT BESET THEW™

—

RO
YOU UNDER-
STAMD My
SHAME AT 50
INADEQUATE
A REWARD 7

"UMDER RULE FROM ALEXANDRIA, THE
CLASSIE CULTURE OF THE SREAT
PHARBOHS WAS RESTORED."

I

I FOLLOWED . ;

i THROUEH == WHERE HE'D
BABYLON, UP THROUGH = TURMED EACK
§  KABUL TO §nMM.t¥1'AHﬂ‘f TO GQUELL DISSENT
THEN DOWM THE INDLIS, |— | AT HOME, T TRAVELLED
WHERE HE FIRST i — ON THROUSH CHINA
MET ELEPHANTS- AND TIBET, GATHERIMNG
OF-WAR MARTIAL WISBEOM
As T WENT,

"THE EMSUING VISION TRANSFORMED
ME. WADING THROUGH POWDERED
HISTORY, T HEARD DEAD KIMES
Bl WALKING LINDEREROUMD ; HEARD
FAMFARES SOUMND THROLIGH
HUMAN SkULLS .

THE MNI&HT BEFDRE
RETURMING TO
D DIE OF AN INEECTION , AGED
THIRTY-THREE  AMONGST ITe
RUINED ZISGURATS , T SAW AT |
LAST HiS FAILINGS ..

HE'D MOT UMITED ALL THE
WORLD, NOR BUILT A UNITY
THAT WOULD SLIRVIVE HIM.'

RESURRECTED AM AGE

OF PHARADHS . THEIR

WISPOM , TRLILY IMMORTAL
NOW INSPIRED ME '




Z EEH(ND MAE  DHSTANTLY, A Lyiice- ITE e v EReoR?| Bl Pausivg, I S0P PANTIAG, SOZRING,
& MOB HOWLED. THE MONEYLENDER 2 B LISTENING T3 THE Wi WE S
o CLOATED AT MV FEET. NOBLE INTENT= 3 = D& MY PURSUERS, CLOSER NOW AS
TS HAC LED ME TO ATROCITY TOWA | EREATH RETLIRNED PLANNING TE RE-
THE PISHTEOUS ANGER L
MY INGEMIDUSAWEUL SCHEME HAT! PESLIETION WAS FLAW- (]
WAS EUT DELUSION . ; : LESS, STEF RY BTEFR.,

MORALLY, N
WE DUGHTTA B
STRIKE
FiIRST.

. , WHAT 7vou

W oy HusBAND'S Y THINK WE'RE LOOK, FORGET

¥ AGENTLEMAN = ALL IN SOME IT. T SEE MY
| oF cOLOR BUYS | BLACK GUY

{ tiis PAPER HERE | SELLS WATEHES

] UP THE STREET

BEEN BY 7 AL KNOWS HiM...

= | Ml 7 v

' LIAAVONEAEL Y
GEADUALLY, T UINDERSTOOD BEFORE ME AS T
WHAT (NNOCENT INTENT
HAD BROLEHT ME TO, AND.
LINDERS TANDING, IWADED
OUT BEYBND My DEPTH .

THAT'S WHAT'S ™ ; - = ; =
WRONE WITH THIS . THEYD COME TO
WORLD: MO MEENTIVE W S0 i DAVIDSTOWN T
T BE ACE : YOLL -  WArT LINTVL THEY

THE WEALTH
= OF THE
SARGASSO T

EEET
BRIMNE &
WAR, EVERY-
BODY SOTTA

e ; QL My WELL -MEANING

PLANS HAD COME TO THIS |

HIP WAS LARGER, W T CHOKED, SPAT BUT BRINE
o2 T KEPT SIATAMMNE AND ST@Lke SiZiALY On




YEAM ..
IT'S SOME SORT
OF POOR T THINK
I cAaM BURN OUT
THE LOCK
MECHANISM

M
TREES, BLRIED
IN SNOW. DOESN'T

7
o,

r AND WORRY AROUT

OME MYETERY AT A
| TME ALL THIS
HITENESS, T'M
FEELING SCORT

OF EXPOSED

=

,/ UP HERE,\WE

I DOM'T HAVE ANY

o /l CAMOUFLAGE

WE'RE OUT OF
OUR NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT.

" { TuERE.opEN L—— —
2 SESAME

. WELL , MY

#  STOMACH
FEELS WEIRD
AND Y FALLS
ARE ALL
SHRIVELLED UF,
50, YEAM , T

BE HOW
ORDINARY

1
ACTUALLY,
THAT'S A
POWT. HOW DD
WE APFROACH
Hi 7 WHAT D
T MEAMN WHAT
THE HELL IS THAT
N THING ? HALF THIS
EFUIPMENT T
LOm'T EVEM
RECOENIZE...

YEAK. T
SUPPOSE YOU'RE
RIGHT, BUT IT'S

SOIMNE TO
FEEL AWFLILLY
STRANGE . HE'S
SUCH A CARIMNG

{3
CONSCIENTIOUS

GULY. LE'S A
PACIEIST, A
VEGETARIAN

HITLER WAS
YESETARAN . IF
EOTHERS YOU,
LEAVE VEID

SUGGEST
WE FROCEED

W

i
lhr
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n:uE !_:\,IJPEC'T'NG [ SED MYSEL
THE WALLS "WE ALL REALIZED THEN HOW BAD SHAN cﬂ;sqoe
“ELD TY#AMN . THINGS WERE. T 5r.|TaN|JEu AD- EMOWING MARK
T VENTLIRING BUT IT \E BLEMmS , T'D
T EQFE ? g i\‘ I:FPM!‘LEHIM-- -

mp TUE . 1 "I FOLGHT
WORLD- oA | SINDICATES. "'JL\-LJ'I?HE
Iy | SYMPTOMS,

D
ANT'J &) PA TED.

RESEARCHING iZiNG ME,\ T STUDIED HiIS - HE DISCUSSED ML
MY MASKED / £ by A 2 OO COWARDLY TO cawﬂmfr INEVITABILITY; D
ESSORS R - 3 ANY SHKIL ﬂE‘I’,‘ESIHﬂD LII-'E'b l.ﬂ.L_- FUTL ROLE As

" -JU'-C'LIMI."- MNELSOM T LEFT.
o ,ELAKE ARGUED WITH

\ r + _ HITSIC 1' R
ovER THE [\ KEA =} R & ;.dums AMD HER MOTHER. ANY OTHER FOE, E OMN ANy
e . = C THMGH F‘EhHA =1

“WE NEXT MET IM
T AVDIDED HIM,
MORE FASCIMATED
BY TOM




IF You CAM PROMISE
ME YOU'LL ASK FOR A

CRK WITH

DIFEERE

PATIENTS, T CAN
COME HOME ... IF THAT'

MEET YOU FROM

JusT ¥YET

T KNEW YOU CAME THIS waY l’
HOME, 50 1 FleuReD 1'D |
WORK T
NOT READY TO VISIT BACK
AT THE APARTMENT

TO EOME BACK .
I MISS YOu
MaLCoLm, T
MissS THE T
PERSON YOU THEIR MISERY
WERE ... AFFECT OLR
LIVES.

I'M NOT E0NE TO

WELL, DO IT! T MNOT

BOINE TO SHARE YOu ' MALEOLAM?
WITH A WORLD FULL

OF SCREW-LIPS AND

MANIC DEPRESSIVES. |

GLORIA,

" MALEOLM 7 DON'T
T sory i

YOU SARE 'DON'T YOU
DARE GET INVOLVED!

g DIDN'T YOu
[ LISTEM TO A WORD
I JusT sAR?

SLORIA ,
PLEASE,
I HAVE
TO. N A
WwoRLD
LiKE
TS

T MEAN, IT'S ALL WE
CAN DO, TRY TO AELP
EACH OTHER.IT'S ALL

THAT MEANS ANy- A

¥ MALCOLM, T'M N
WARKNWIG YOu
YOU LET YOouR-

SELF ET DRAWN
| TowARDS AWMOTHER
HEAP OF SOME-
BODY ELSE'S
GRIEF, T DON'T
WAKT TO SEE
YO ASAIN !

Frs pare ano

LURCHING MASS
FILLED ALL MY
VISHON . T SAW THE

BRUTALLY,T'D |/ EOR THE FIRST TIME,
BEEM BROLGHT | T GENUINELY UNDER-
NOSE TO NOSE ~ STO0D THAT EARTH

WITH MANKIND'S MIGHT DIE. T RECOG-
NIZED THE FRAFILITY

INEREAS IMNGELY
HAZARDOUS
TIMES.

IRREFUTABLE
FAI:EFT oF

] MY FIRST STEP WAS TO
STAND BACK AS FAR AS

I COULD,TD VIEW THE

FROBLEM FROM A FRESH
PERSPECTIVE, WY VISTA
WIDEMIME WITH MY
COMPREHENSION .

oo AND

YET WHAT

COULR T
po?

HERE WAS A
KMOT TO TRY
EVEN A
A NEENLITY .

e

T Ssdw EAST AnD WEST,
LOCKED INTD AN ESCALATING
ARMS SPIRAL, THEIR MUTUAL TERRDR
AMD SUSPICION MOUNTING WITH THE|
MISSILES, MAKING THE POSSIBILITY
OF DISARMAMENT PROGEESSIVELY
MEORE REMOTE.

SRADUALLY, 4
T CLOSED UPON
THE HEART OF THE
DILEMAMA

EOTH SIDES
REALIZED THE sUIcIBaL
IMPLICATIONS OF MUCLEAR
CONFLICT, YET COULDN'T
STOP RACING TOWARDS I T
LEST THEIR OPPONENTS
SHOULD OVER TAKE
THEM .

< ©:

AFRAID OF
THEIR APONS,

T BLINK OR TURN
\ THEIR BACKS ..,

AFR AN
OF LOBIMG THEM , AFRAID

.:: :. 5 'I | .
::._\_"ai ﬁ| ‘

INVOLVEMENT,
THE SPECTRE OF
ACCIDENTAL
APOCALYPSE

SIMPLY HOWEVER, WITHOUT
&IVEM THE A PEACTICAL
MATHEMATIES | SOLUTION 8T HAMD,

OF THE WHAT USE Was
S| TUATION, IT TO SUDDEMLY

PERILS OF THE
b SITUATIONT

SIMILARLY Yn.\JHLfﬁﬁ ONE POSSESSED
A 50{-&’”!71‘! THE MUSELE TO BACK
WOLILD BE _ ITUP;THE BRUTE POWER
EQUALLY TO SEE OME'S WILL

USELESS IMPLEMENTED .



OTHER FACTORS EMERSED:
WONTURES BODSTED

&/

LEFT y The woeLD TO T 0 SAVE | AND EROM THE DECKS AROVE TS LIKE, You

ARMS EXPE)
INTERMATIONMAL LENDING

TOM'S PRESEMLE MEVERTHELESS,
ACCELERATED HE SOMEHOW
RATES. TO REPAY SOARING

S, THOLGH SYMEOLIZED Aan-
LESS THAN YOU' KIND'S PROELEMS,
DEBT INTEREST, NATIONS MUCLEAR MAGINE . ANY 46 TENSIONS ROSE,
;_IKE: BRAZIL LEVELLED POWER SEMIEICANT THE ELEVATION

HEIR FORESTS . FREOVIDING | | POWER IMBALAMCE | OF COSTUMED

R VITAL WOLILD YIELD HERDES BECAME
wgépggb- SiMILAR b A DESCENT..

EM YEA 1 WS LOST BEVOND RECALL.T H@i A CHEESR WENT (P, BOTH SROSS BEEM COMING HERE
[ BLILD A FORTUNE A HORROR AM&‘A‘EST'—&?‘?M AND BLACK (TS STENCH WEEKS, READIN' THAT
5\' THE LATE AND REPUTATION MUST T DWELL AFFRONTING HEAVEN . / JuNik CVER AN' OVER,
SEVENTIES, TO SUSTAIN ME : . l = L AN YET WE AIN'T EXACTLY
T WouLD BEYOND THAT POINT, e — CLOSE.
REACH ALLOWING ME THE
/| POWER AND LEVER -

| spuTTERING, £
b T Ceaggen
o

: nToxrAchi.i;g =
-y 'ﬁ ANC DEADLOCK
= | Y GUIDED us Down-

| HILL TOWARDS
ENVIRONMENMTAL
n, RLUIN.

THAT'S WiHY 4
THERE'S THIS ¥ THEY DON'T
COMAMETION MAKE sENSE, |
ALL THE TIME, MAN I THATS WHY
THIS CONFLICT . =T L I GOTTA READ
L “EM OVER.

LISTEM, WHEN MY 2054 MY MAME'S BERME ? sHORT

CEVELOPIMNG - : o My PLAN REQUIRED : . THAT Y DIEQ, MOST OF QUR FRIEMDS | | BERME.T W HERE FOR BERNARD 7
THE BASIE PATENT PREPARATION FOR THE AIN'T ' WERE HER FRIENDS: THEY BECAUSE MY WELL T'LL BE
FOR PUBLIC SPARK PAY WHEN T'D ASSUME THE . THE STOPPED CALLING. T TODK -VLOM S WORKING, HORSEWHIPPED |

AN' MY SISTER,
SHE'S ouT 1’-‘{)r

THis TOB TO MEET
PEOPLE, ¥ KMNOW 7

THAT'S MY
MAME [

CALLED BERNARD,
MAN. DOMN'T

HYPRANTS, T EINANCED ASPECT OF KIMGLY RAMESES ,
DIMENSIONAL DEVELDP- J1// LEAVIMNG ALEXAMDER THE

MENTS WITH THE ADVENTLURER AND HIS

PROCEEDS. TRAPPINGS TO GATHER

MIMNUTE. WHaT
THE HELL'S £

=2

YOUR .rMME ?
WHADDAYA
DOIN' HERE? 4

EACH STEP LHAD N/ THE EARTH.

LISTEM, MILO, vOLL HELL | AMDOTHER

EVER OUR Fgﬁr

2 YLD
TO BE TAKEN H M.Aurrv d  WOUL 50T SUSPENDED ; vl LEME woRK EARLY FOR £ THAT ‘5 MWHTE w:
CAREELILLY, CHI\C'-—LLE . OUR THIs AIM'T YOUR A BEER WITH YOUR 1 JOEY! 1.—.07 s 1A
EONSTAMTLY 5 RUSGELE FROM PROBLEM SOME | SEQTHER BUSINESS

T ] " RhS
IMMEASLRABLY  THE PRIMAL DOZE, ‘UpoN TUE MOON, MO
TER, ‘{ EVERY CHILDBIRTH | HUMAN VESTIGE

STRIVING TO KEER
IM AAIND THE
ENDRMOUS SCALE |
OF WHAT WAS
AT STAKE !

OTHER UNIT CAN AN'T GONNA
HAMDLE IT. b COLLAPSE .

VAS
WOULD ALSD J EVERY FERSONAL WOULD REMAIN
VasiSH SALRIFICE REND-
ERED MEﬂMHﬂ—EﬁE 5
LEADING OMLY T
BUST. T088E0 O /7 RUINS BECOME
T [ SAND, SAND BLOWS = HA%EEVA:':@T;

Avgdy .. ALL OuR
RJfHN’Eﬁﬁ AR
COLOR AND BEAUTY
WOULD BE




| TOM, BEING TOD POWERFLIL
AND UNPREDIETABLE TO
FIT Aty PLANS , WIEEDED
REMOVING . THUS ,
DIMENSIONAL DEVELDP-
MENTS HIRED HIS PAST
ASSOCIATES ...

“LUNABLE TO UMNITE THE WORLD BY
CONPUEST... ALEXANDER'S METHOD
el WOULD TRICK IT; FRIGHTEN IT
TOWAEDS SALVETION WITH HISTORY'S
GREATEST PRACTICAL JOKE.

" THAT'S WHAT UPSET
THE COMEDIAN ,
WHEM AWARENESS
OF MY SCHEME
CRASHED N

UPOR HIM 2

YES. WEAVER FIRST, MEANWHILE,
SLATER AND MOLOCH TAKINEG
LATER UNWITTIMGLY | ADVANTAGE
EXPOSED TO OF MEW
RADIATION, THEY TECHMNOLOGY,
WERE CLOSELY
ORGERVEDR,
CULTIVATED AS
WEAPONS ASAINST

B COMFESSIOM IMPLIES
| “PENITENCE . T
MERELY REGRET HIS
ACCIDEMTAL
[N VOLVEMENT.

RETLIRMING
O MICARAS
BY AR, HE SPOTTED A
SHIP DOCKING AT AN LM-
CHARTED iSLAND. SUSPECTING
SANDINISTA BASES , HE
RESOLVED TO NVESTIGATE.

SINCE ToM PROVED I THE ONLY HERC
TELEPORTATIOMN RETAMING PLBLIC
POSSIBLE ,WHY YMPATHY , T
DEVELOF ELECTRIC GUIT TWo

CARE ? MY YEARS BEFORE
RESEARCHES WERE | THE KEEME ACT,
WITAL .. LIKE My | COMNEEN TEATN.&
ISLAND, SECRETLY

PURCHASED (N

"I PIETURE HIM, 5wrmmw|$ TO

THE IS LAND, DAGGE TEETH

PEMETRATING [TS msm;ur:m’s
b WHAT HE FOLIND MUST HAYE
M CoME AS A TERRIBLE BLOW.

" IMABIME... THE PERFELT
FIEHTING MAN DISCOVER-
INE A PLOT TO PUT
An EMD TO WAR ..,

[ WELL WITHOUT ToN's
GLIDING MIND, TELE-
PORTATION PROVED
LIMITED . ANYTHING
LIVING DIED OF SHOCK
LPON TRANSEER  OR
MATERIALIZED [N AN
OCLCUPIED SPACE AND
EXPLODED...

“THE PLAM BLAKE HAD LIMCOVERED
WIAS TS : TO FRIGHTEN GOVERM=
MENTS INTD (G'OPEIRTIG'H 'I
WOULD £OMNVINGE THEM
EARTH FACED IMMINEMT ATTA:K
By BEIMGS FROM AMOTHER WORLD.

" I'M AFRAID THE
DISCOVERY RATHER
DROVE THE WIWD
FROM HIS SAILS."

"HE UNDERSTOOD THE
PORTENTS EMNEW A
DAZZLIMGEG TRANS -

FORMATION WAS AT

HAKD FOR MANEND

FLBUT THAT walst'T WHAT BLAKE
FOUMD ON THE (SLAND. HE FOUNE

A COLLECTION OF MISSING ARTISTS
AND SEIENTISTS , WORKING LIPOM
A MOMSTROUS MEW Lr.FEFDRM

"LPON LEARNIMNG THE cﬁenrufee's
INTENDED PURPOSE , BLAKE'S
PRACTICED CYMICISM CRACKED "

PERFECTLY.

AN INTRACTABLE
PROELEM CANM ONLY BE
RESOLVED BY STEPPING

L

UNDERSTOOD THAT, TWO
THOUSAND YEARS A8,
I GORDILM. |

APPAL-‘.ED BALKED AT THAT

RESPOMSIBILITY, |
Dmn wouL“ TELLING DMLY
PRECIPITATE MOLOEH \WHO
SREATER

HE EMEW
HORRORS

WOLILDMN'T
PREVENTING UNDERSTAND
HUMANITY S

SALVATION .

THOUGH ("—VE\J ELAKE W,

WBUT I HAD
MOLOCH'S PLACE
BUEGED, AMD I
UKDERSTOOD
PERFEcTLY

"ELAKE UNDERSTOOD,
ToO. HE KNEW
MY PLAN WOLLD
SUECERD  THOUGH

TS SCALE
TERRIEIED HIM.

THAT'S WHY HE
TOLD MOBODY".
IT WAS TOO BIS

TO DISCUSS. ,,

"L BUT HE
unpeERsTOOD. |

U"THE BRUTAL WORLD
HE'D RELISHER WOULD
SIMPLY CEASE TO BE
ITS FlERCE AMD
ERAWLING DEAMITENS
RUSHING TO JTOIN
THE MASTODON IH
ossm.ssceu:&

3z




HITLER SAID PEQPLE
?’T‘:;Q.Au, ?{ (AL LIES
THIS IS EAs (]
CRAZY THEY/RE I ENOUEH
WiHO'D I PLANMED TO EUILD
EELIEVE MY MONSTER, TELE
Akl ALIEN PORTIT TO A CERTAIM

PESTINATION ..o

DAM , T'W
NOT A REPUBLIC
SEE‘J‘AL VILLAIM, DO
YOU SERIOUSLY THIMKE
I'D EXPLAIM WY MASTER-
STROKE |F THERE
-?E\".leI:I-"TI—"[' ‘:-L'GIITI::H'
EHAMCE OF You
AFFECTING (TS
QUTCOME ?

INwaspoa |
7

DI IT

AFTER "I'D HIRED MY OWMN KILLER THIRTY-FIVE

Ake T 1AL | THREOUGH A THIRD PARTY, WHEH 1 -\.’\-MCJIE:
MNELTRALIZED JON. MASK k'!u-ER' FED HIM THE CYAMIPE CAPSULE &0
STOLEN PSYLH- HUNT NEEDED PERUAPS HE REALIZED THIS,

IATRIC REPORTS | STOPPING. MY QM| |

INDICATED YASSA
HIS MEMTAL CONFIR

(INATION Y
MINE Bl T KMEW OMLY TRILIMEH ., 1
WITHDRAWAL HIS ERROMEOUS | I MOTHINS NOW STODOD BETWEEN ME
I:EA

THE cANCER THEORY, PLACED | [l AND (Y GOAL . HUMANITY S FATE SAID
.d.f,{_Ed-ﬂT.’i:lNE ] ME BEYOMND ESTED SAFELY I MY MANDS TELEFDRTATION
T PHYSICAL SUSPICION ’ INWORKABLE

T IT WORKS EINE, ASSLMING
YOU WANT THINGS TO
EXPLODE ON ARRIVAL

"TELEPORTED TO MEW yORK . ANy

CEEATURE'S PEATH WOLILD TRIGGER
MECHAMISMS WITHIN ITS . " ADR T

MASSIVE ZRAIN, CLOMED FROM i 5.5‘.?.??’ VOU NEED

VCI-IEI‘_',T_.

A HUMAN SENSITIVE ., B | WELP. T koW THIS you
TT — | |"HALE NEW Yom&™ SERIOUSLY
- = STUFF 1S BULLSHIT,  PLANMED ALL
Y0 THE RESULTANT PeveHic B | 20T T'w STILL GLAD THIS MAD
SHOCK WAVE KILLING WE 60T HERE BEFORE | IEMTIST

HALF THE &/T¥. " - YOUW &O0T DEEPER _t,ru:'

G L — - — INTO THIS MESS.
5 1|§‘II L IN[[] N

IR
= 1 || i |.§!_.";-"' |
h ": MEAN, WHEK WAS THIS It ’1 b /g Wl
- -I(PE ESS BLACK FANTASY i | I| i, ¥
=3 UPPOSED TO MAPPEN 2 W | Il II ig‘[
Tam(l’ ¥4 ¥
';-\"LiEI‘-' .ZEI:;‘:DZ{"U?_I i | il
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My name is
Ozymandias,
king of kings:
Laok on my works,
ye mighty,
and despair!
— Ozymandias
Percy
Bysshe
Shelley

MASQUERADE:

Superstyle and the
art of humanoid watching.

o An

DOUG ROTH VISITS ANTARCTICA
TO INTERVIEW ADRIAN VEIDT

VEIDT: “The frightening thing
about the campaign to re-elect
the president is that in the wake
of the victory in Vietnam, I don’t
see how they can fail. C.R.E.E.P.!
What a terrible acronym. I won-
der who coined that one? Some-
body who watched too many
‘Man From UN.C.L.E." episodes
in the sixties ... Liddy, or one
of those other Washington
humanoids.”

"Humanoids." ['m sitting talking
with a retired superhero in a glass
dome filled with tropical flowers
and hummingbirds, while outside
the antarctic wind builds snowdrifts
against the glass. [ would imagine
myself beyond surprise by this
point, yet the sudden use of such an
odd term is startling. Have [ detected
a hitherto unnoticed contempt for
mere humans behind that eminently
likable golden facade? Why “human-
0ids™? T put this to him, and he
chuckles.

VEIDT: “I'm sorry, it's a sort of
one-man private joke. I've been
referring to Nixon’s close subor-
dinates as humanoids since I
heard about the banquet. . .and
this is true, I promise . . . where
one of the presidential aides
spilled a glass of water over Vice-
President Ford. The aide was in-
credibly apologetic, obviously,
but Ford just smiled and said
‘Oh, that's okay. Nobody's
human.’ (Laughter) I've called
'em humanoids ever since.”

Cariirued
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he laughter of Adrian Vieidt is deep

I and rich, filled with a warmth [

hadn’t anticipated as the jet he'd

arvanged lowered me gently from the blank white

antarctic sky towards the dangerously small-

looking black hyphen of the landing strip, set into

the endless pack ice far below. The landscape was

hard and cold, too big to get to grips with, and [

expected much the same of any man who'd
choose to live in il

The plane was met at the landing strip by three
enthusiastically friendly Vietnamese men who
led me between obelisks of dark marble with roll-
ing purple highlights towards the fortress domi-
nating the nude white reaches beyond.

Servants? My liberal sensibilities recoiled at
the concept with a predictable knee-jerk. Later;
however, on learning that the men had been Viet-
cong refugees in danger of losing their lives in
the purges follmeing America’s victory without
Veidts intervention, I wasn't so sure. Since Ani-
arctica is owned by no nation, the men are the-
oretically safe from extradition, and their nomi-
nal boss seems to treat them more as respected
friends than as lackeys. Ceriainly, they them-
selves seem deliriously happy with both their lot
and their londlord,

“Mr Veidt has made the effort (o wnderstand
our culture. He talks to us often concerning our
religious beliefs, asking many questions.” The
man who tells me this is sincere and heartfell in
his testimonial, showing an almost fotherly pro-
tective anaiely that this magazine should not

| misrepresent his employer:

“He is not one of youwr pop music stars. He does
not inject drugs, or treat young women badly.

| Make sure that you say thal”

When we reach the fortress, Veidt is still com-
pleting his daily workout in a gymnasivm of
vast, almost dreamlike proportions, where par-
allel bars meel at infinity, I'm cordially invited
to watch while he finishes up, and as I observe
that perfect swiss-watch of o body twirling and
circling above me in easy defiance of gravity, all
my earlier doubis concerning Veidt’s ac-
cessibility return,

There he is, right up there above me: the man.
Adrian Veidt. Ozyman . . . whoops. Uh-uh. We
don't call kim that anymaore, do we? The mask is
gone, but as he loops the high bar in slow, grace-
Jul centrifuge he still wears the golden leotard,
and the headband. Every givifriend 've had in
the past four years has wanted to lay this guy,
more than Joagger, more than Springsteen or
I¥Eath or any of those also-rans, and now here |
am, squinting up ot kim, end yes, goddamn i, |
have to goddamned admit that he looks like a
goddammned god! I can't quite believe he'll submit
to being interviewed by someome so obvicusly
mired in the dregs of the gene pool s myself. . .

. .. but here he comes, dropping to the floor
picking up the purple towel that [ realize later is
actually the tunic of his costume, and wiping
himself beneath the arms with it in a distincily

Homo sapiens fashion. He's walking towards
me, his smile somewhere between Juckie Coogan
and JFK., sticking out a hand that grips mine
strongly enowgh to make me glad it's friendly. He
glances towards the gymnasium windmes, out
side which a blizzard seems to bhe commencing
and smiles again.

“Not the sort of snew you're used to in Califor-
nia, Mr Roth™

A coke joke! Adrvian Veidt, Ozy-freakin’-man-
dias himself has just told me a coke joke!
Whoooo-ee! We fall easily into conversation from
that point on, and after he's dressed he takes me
Jora tour of kis fortress, opulent beyond the wild-
est dreams of Versailles. We end up in a large
section of the main hall where ome wall appears
to be entirely covered with TV screens, all funed
to different channels, It is here that we hold our
interview, and I notice his eyes often drifting
across the riot of clashing images as we speak.
1ts only after I express worries concerning back-
grownd noise and my recording equipment that
he thinks to turn the sound of the multiple tele-
visions doun. They don't seem to affect his con-
centration at all

Before launching into my inlerview spiel, 1
take a breath and remember why 'm here, Al-
mast lost in the cacophony surrounding the old
Trickster’s Constitutional amendment scam,
one of America’s best-respected and most consis-
tently left-leaning superheroes quietly retirved
Srom erimefighting to pursue a caveer in busi-
ness. When this magazine phoned him to ask
why, he kindly offered to fly me up to his ant-
arctic retveal where we could conduct the inter-
view in comfort, Exhaling, I press the record
buctton and begin,
NOVA: So, how do you get to be a superhero?
Were your parents rich? [ mean, did that give you
advantages?
VEIDT: No more than I could help.My mother left
me 4 lot of money when she died, but | gave it to
charity when I was seventeen. [ wanted to prove
that I could accomplish anything I wanted starting
from absolutely nothing. Also, [ wanted to free
myself of concern for money, Consequently, it's
never been a problem for me. To answer your
question, you get to be a superhero by believing in
the hero within you and summoning him or her
forth by an act of will. Believing in yourself and
your own potential is the first step to realizing that
potential. Alternatively, you could do as Jon did:
Fall into a nuelear reactor and hope for the best.
On the whole, I think I prefer to stick to my own
methods. (Laughter)
NOVA: You'll forgive me for saying so, but isn't
that philosophy a little Norman Vincent Peale?
That self-realization stufl? How exactly do you
exploit that potential to the degree that you ob-
viously have?
VEIDT: The disciplines of physical exercise,
meditation and study aren't terribly esoteric. The
means to attain a capability far bevond that of the
so-called ordinary person are within reach of

everyone, if their desire and their will are strong
enough. I have studied science, art, religion and a
hundred different philosophies. Anyone could do
as much. By applying what you learn and ordering
your thoughts in an intelligent manner it is possi-
ble to accomplish almost anything, Possible for
the “ordinary person.” There's a notion I'd like to
see buried: the ordinary person. Ridiculous.
There is no ordinary person,

NOVA: Returning to your costumed career, why
did you quit?

VEIDT: There were a number of reasons, but [
suppose basically it boiled down to my increasing
uncertainty about the role of the costumed hero in
the seventies. What does fighting crime mean,
exactly? Does it mean upholding the law when a
woman shoplifts to feed her children, or does it
mean struggling to uncover the ones who, quite
legally, have brought about her poverty? Yes, ['ve
busted drug rings and been accused of being an
establishment pawn for doing so . .. that hap-
pened a lot in the sixties. ['ve also uncovered plots
by breakaway extremist factions within the Pen-
tagon, for example the plot to release some un-
pleasantly specific diseases upon the population
of Africa, the exposure of which led to the New
Fromtiersman denouncing me as a “Puppet of
Peking"on the strength of my youthful travels
through the East. | guess I've just reached a point
where I've started to wonder whether all the
grandstanding and fighting individual evils does

much good for the world as a whole. Those evils
are just symptoms of an overall sickness of the
human spirit, and 1 don’t believe you can cure a
disease by suppressing its symptoms. That whole
Contac-400 approach to our society'’s problems, 1
despair of it. It doesn’t work. Maybe as a busi-
nessman I can do more good, on a more mean-
ingful scale.

NOVA: What sort of world do you see it being, in
the future?

VEIDT: That depends upon us. . .each and every
one of us. Futurology interests me perhaps more
than any other single subject, and as such [ devote
a great deal of time to its study. Even so, tech-
nology is progressing at an ever-accelerating
pace, and by early next century [ would hesitate to
predict any limitations upon what we might be
capable of. I would say without hesitation that a
new world is within our grasp, filled with unimag-
inable experiences and possibilities, if only we
want it badly enough. Not a utopia ... I dont
believe that any species could continue to grow
and keep from stagnation without some adversity |
... but a society with a more human basis, where |
the problems that beset us are at least new
problems,

NOVA: You don't think there's a possibility we
may have damaged the environment beyond re-
pair, or that we might someday have a fatal nu-
clear showdown with the Soviets?

[ETITE

—
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Veidi cont

VEIDT: Of course. Of course | do. I'd be ignoring
the facts if [ didn’t accept those things as strong
possibilities. As [ said, it all depends on us, on
whether we, individually, want Armageddon or a
new world of fabulous, limitless potential. That's
not such an obvious question as it seems. [ believe
there are some people who really do want, if only
subconsciously, an end to the world. They want to
be spared the responsibilities of maintaining that
world, to be spared the effort of imagination
needed to realize such a future, And of course,
there are other people who want very much to
live. I see twentieth century sor a sort of
race between enlightenment and inction. In
one lane you have the four ho en of the
apocalyp 2
NOVA:. . . and in the other?

VEIDT: The seventh cavalry. (Laughter)

NOVA: Changing the subject entirely, do you lis-
ten to much music? [ wondered what your tastes
might be, as a superherc

VEIDT: I like

lectronic music and reggae.

f in the new m 1 forms

nological culture
ding techniques

fascinating stu
ated when a largely pre-tec
given access to modern rec
without the technological nceptions that
we've allowed to accumulate, limiting our vision.
It's called dub music. You'd like it, I'm sure.
NOVA: How do you get on with the rest of the
superhero fraternity? Some of them seem very
right-wing in contrast with your own stance. I'm
thinking of Rorschach, the Comedian, Dr.
Manhattan . . .
Right-wing? (Laughs) If there's one
at that man isn’t capable of

THE TIMES
THEY ARE

doing it's having a political bias. Believe me . . .
you have to meet him to understand. [ mean,
which do you prefer, red ants or black ants?

NOVA: Uh...? Well, I don’t have any particular

Exactly Well, imagine how Jon feels

orld in very black a
nally believe that
limitation.
NOVA: And th nedian? I understand there's
no love lost betw rou. I heard that he beat you
in combat, back when you were just starting out.. . .
VEIDT: Yes, well, that was a case of mistaken
identity and general misunderstanding. For some |
reason it happens a lot when costumed crime-
fighters meet for the first time. (Lauwghter)
NOVA: But you and the Comedian don't like
each other?
VEIDT: My, but you're determined, aren’t you?
(Lawghs) No,we're not great friends. It's largely |
a political difference. He sees me as an intellec-
tual dilettante dabbling in national affairs that
don't concern me. | see him as an amoral mercen-
ary allying himself to whichever political faction
seems likely to grant him the greatest license. The
difference is as simple and as profound as that.
NOVA: There's no general sense of disillusion- |
ment with your fellow crimefighters, then?
VEIDT: Not at all. Some of my dearest friends are
numbered amongst them. [ wish them all nothing
but luck in the years that lie ahead.
rlosing, you've often been referred to in
as the world's smartest man. [s that true,
it bother you?
0, that isn't true, but it's very flattering
id a bit. If somebody wants to call
t-groomed man, then hey, that's
(Loughs) No, no, I don’t mind being the
man in the world. I just wish it wasn't
this one.

CRANGING

NOSTALGIA By veioT
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f ‘ g THAT'S LUNUSUAL. T'D
J : i L EXPECTED US T2 REAPPEAR
e, Ord EARTH MUCH FARLIER .
(DNIGUT, % THE STATIC INTERFEREMEE

NOVEMBER ! T NOTICED EARLIER MAKES
SECOND. : ; : M EVERYTHING SO LINPREDICTABLE. | [l
i ORVIOUSLY, IT WASN'T :
L 7 h CAUSED BY A WAR-
~ [F] S\ HEAD DETONATION.
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NOT TACHYOMNS 1'D ALMOST

SURELY .. YES FORSOTTEN THE ol
ENCITEMENT OF NOT o . TARNDDORI :
s M KNOWING , TLE TO 60. THAT'S W
WHERE CAN THEY DELIGHTS OF | ALL THEY WENT
Epggﬂ-‘y& LINCERTAINTY. ., L,

A STRONGER LOVING WORLD




I MEAN, WH-WHD'S
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Quis custodiet
ipsos custodes.

Who watches the watchmen?

—Juvenal, Safires, VI, 347
Quoted as the epigraph of the
Tower Commission Report, 1987
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Dear Alan, Len, Ed, Richard, fellow Americans,

Here are the cover and ad sketches for your perusal.

The ads are open to re-arrangement — perhaps the bottom line could be
dropped and just have 'Who watches the Watchmen' more clearly seen in the

picture. Or maybe just have the logo and 'Coming socn...' info.

I've done a whole batoch of covers to show that there is some mileage in
the basic idea of a semi-abstract non-figurative design. Hopefully, the
stark simplicity of the covers will make them leap off the stands. HNote
that the cover leads into the story and also that there is at least a'face'
in each, albeit a badge, a clock face or a chalked-up doodle,

As far as the treatment of the artwork goes, it could either be the
usual line drawing with added coler (perhaps on blue/grey line for more
subtlety) or a full-blown tromp 1'oeil painting. In this case, I would do
the design and John Higgine could do the finished full-colour rendering.

We did this on a recent DR WHO album cover and it worked well.

Looking forward to your comments,

Oppasite top: Cormespondence
fram Deve Gibbons to DC Comics
editors and ar dir oncerning
Wiafchmen promational art.

Opposite battomn: Rough thumbnail

sketchas of the first group shet of

the: Waschmen

hation ;_1| '|||,;
Watchman that appears in
DC Comics Wha's Wha.
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THIS (S WHERE
WE HOLD OUR
CONVERSATI(ON.

——-<

T COMMENCES
WHEN YOU SURPRISE
ME WITH THE
INFORMATION THAT
YOU AND DREIBERG
HAVE BEEN
SLEEPING
TOGETHER.

Above: Character sketches of Nile Owd.

Opposite: Redrawn panel from Chapler 9.













Cower illusirations for the French album edilion. john Higgins painted over pencils, then Dave Gibbons added detail.
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